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Mohammed declared himself a messenger sent from God for
the restoration of pure Theism, by whom it was to be freed
from the foreign elements which had become incorporated with
it, even in Judaism and Christianity. Still, his hostility
against the latter did not so much arise from the corruptions
which had debased it, as from his own abstract Monotheism,
which placed a chasm, never to be filled up, between God and
his creatures. From this point of view any mediatorial action
of God, for the purpose of bringing human nature into fellow-
ship with himself, must appear as derogatory from His dignity
and an approximation to idolatry. It was not merely a certain
speculative mode of apprehending the Trinity which offended
Mohammed, as savouring of Tritheism; but it was the essential
element of Christianity, the divinity of Christ and His sacri-
fice of himself, to reconcile God to man and man to God, which
he could not receive. Still, a natural feeling of man's inability
to fulfil the law of God, even in the lower view of outward
obedience, in which it principally appeared to him, led him to
adopt the notion of intercession, though in his scheme of
Deism it could rest on no reasonable foundation.*

Mohammed could not have comprehended the first principles
of Christianity, for, with the Gnostics, he did not believe in its
fundamental doctrine, the crucifixion. Judging him, however,
independently, as we should judge of Zaleucus or Lycurgus,
we must allow him to have been a practical reformer. He
found his countrymen so infatuated with the passion of gaming,
as not only to risk the loss of all their property, but even
liberty: they were also addicted to hard drinking. But both to-
gether, with divination, are forbidden in the Koran V. 92, 53 :
aO, true believers, surely wine, and lots, and images (sup-
posed by commentators to be chessmen), and divining
arrows, are an abomination of the work of Satan: therefore
avoid them, that you may prosper. Satan seeketh to sow dis-
sension and hatred among you, by means of wine and lots, and

* Meander, vol. V., p. 117, &c.